Everglades District
“TREKKING ON
SAFARI”
FEBRUARY 13, 2021

Scouts BSA Event!
A Fun-Filled Day Event! Mark your Calendars!
Susie Metzler, Event Coordinator, 561.252.3471, smetzleregdistrict@gmail.com
Gulf Stream Program Assistant, Robert Ulrich, 561.694.8585, robert.ulrich@scouting.org
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“Trekking on Safari”
Feb 13, 2021
nd
Based on positive feedback last year, Everglades District is hosting this 2 Annual event for Scouts BSA Merit
Badges open to all districts in the Gulf Stream Council, all Scouters, and immediate family members and
friends. Lion Country is a great partner with our Council providing this fun-filled, educational day event.

 Important Change this year- this Scouts BSA Event is featuring (4) Merit
Badge on-site classes for our Scouts BSA & Venturing Programs. All other
Scouters, family and friends are invited to enjoy a FUN day at the park!

COVID Features for Social Distancing
- All Participant special edition Event patch
- Rides, water play area and animal feeding attractions will be closed, the walk-through safari is open
- Free Parking – 10% off at our Outdoor retail shop and at our Food truck
- Scouts BSA Merit Badge Workshop- with Social Distance Seating (4) Merit Badges offered; prerequisites required to get a fully completed, signed Blue Card. See addendum for pre-requisites.
- Drive- Thru Park (Unlimited till 4:30 pm
Onsite food options will be limited due to COVID 19 restrictions. We encourage scouts and families to
bring a picnic lunch or pack snacks. They are still more than welcome to purchase food and drinks at
the food truck, but it will be a limited menu.
Masks will also be mandatory for all guests to wear during their visit

The price per Scout and family members is over a 50% reduction in price, from the normal Lion Country Safari
price and it includes all Merit Badge Classes, free parking, the Jungle drive through park adventure, and other
cool activities to make your LCS COVID experience a Success! This will be a CLASS B event for our Scouts. * It is
highly recommended that you plan your day to include the many cool activities at Lion Country Safari. Included
in this packet is detailed information about the Scouts BSA/Venturing Merit Badge classes, pre-requisite
requirements, and opportunities for scouts to enjoy a day at the Park.
To ensure your successful visit, Units are requested to complete the early bird online pre-registration to
receive the discounted rate along with the above noted activities. But there’s more! In addition to the Scout
classes, enjoy the above complimentary additional discounts: 10% discount for lunch and more live events!
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Due to Covid and Social Distancing Safety Requirements- there is a maximum capacity allowed for this
event, NO WALK-INS and Masks will be required at all times!

We hope you will include this wonderful event in your Unit calendar for the 2021
Scouting year- FLAG THE DATE- FEBRUARY 13, 2021
Registration Dates
1/1/21 to 2/5/21 Unit Registration online through Tentaroo *
All Scouts [Includes patch, all park activities and *Activity]
Adults & Siblings [Includes patch, and all park activities]
Children Under 2 are FREE!
[no patch]


$25
$25

It is important for UNITS to pre-register online through Tentaroo to get the free
patch, free parking and additional discounts.
FOR COVID PRE-CAUTION- NO WALK-INS FOR THIS EVENT

Lunch is on your own! Onsite food options will be limited due to COVID 19 restrictions. We encourage
scouts and families to bring a picnic lunch or pack snacks. They are still more than welcome to purchase food
and drinks at the food truck, but it will be a limited menu.
Children 2 and under are free, but they MUST be announced at the Lion Country Safari
Ticket Booth as you enter the park.
Arrival Instructions
 Registered Attendees can start to check in at 9:15 am- Classes start at 10 am sharp When entering *
Use ticket booths 3, 4, 5 & 6 only. Please do not enter through Lane 7-this is for employees and
emergency service only.
** All cars must stop at the LCS booth after our volunteers have checked you in!
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Planned Rotations:
**All Merit Badge classes require pre-requisite work at the Unit or Scout level! LCS Counselors
are Registered Merit Badge Counselors with Gulf Stream Council. Please seen the addendum at
the end which includes all pre-requisites. Scouts must bring their pre-requisite paperwork, pen
and paper with them to receive a completed, signed MB Blue Card. Lunch is on your own!
9:15 am – 10:00am

Check-In/Registration at Gate

10:00 am – 11:00am

BIRD STUDY
Requirement’s covered- 1, 2, 6, 10A, 10B, 11

11:30 am- 12:30pm

MAMMAL STUDY
Requirement’s covered: 1, 2, 4G, start 5

12:30 pm – 1:30pm

LUNCH BREAK (on your own- food trucks available)
Feel Free to bring lunch & Enjoy the Park

1:30 pm – 2:30pm

REPTILE & AMPHIBIAN STUDY
Requirement’s covered: 1, 3, 4, 7, 9B, & 10

3:00 pm – 4:00pm

GEOLOGY
Requirements covered: 1, 4B, 5C1, 5C2, 5C3b, 5C5b

Scouts and families not in classes can enjoy any open, available activity in the Park. There will
be open animal walk through exhibits as well.

REGISTRATION: Units are required to pre-register online as a Unit through Tentaroo to
get the full incentives and discounts. Registration will open early Jan 2021 and close Feb 5,
2021 at the pre-registration pricing. NO WALK-INS FOR THIS EVENT!

ID Wristbands: Everyone is required to check-in at the front gate with a BSA Volunteerand then proceed to the Lion Country Ticket booth for your CD and park maps. We will have
Pre-registered Lines- ( *Booths 3, 4, 5, & 6) for quick Check-in If your Unit has pre-registered,
you will be checked in by a BSA volunteer and given wristbands- Park informational materials &
Jungle drive through CD’s will be available at the Lion Country Ticket booth.
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Each registered participant is expected to wear their wristband throughout the day. If for
some reason a new band is needed, please check with a staff member in the Amusement Park
area. Wearing the wristband will be the easiest way to identify all Council Scouts and families
registered for this event. *This is also a very important safety pre-caution.
Scouts and siblings are NOT allowed to roam free at any time. They must be accompanied
by an adult throughout the event. Closed toe shoes must always be worn by everyone .

ATTENTION ALL UNITS
On-line registration through Tentaroo opens early JAN 2021 and closes Feb 5, 2021. NO
WALK-INS FOR THIS EVENT! Online pre-registration is by UNIT and open to all registered
Units in Gulf Stream Council.

Everglades District Lion Country- Unit Registration Checklist
 Online Registration MUST be accompanied by your Unit Online Payment!
 Information you will need to register online:
** Remember to upload your current Scout and adult roster on Tentaroo!
Unit #:

_______________

Scout Master Name ____________

Scout Sign Up: (You will have to check ‘Yes’ for each Merit Badge Classs)
Mammal Study, Reptile & Amphibian, Geology, & Bird Study
** Remember the above Merit Badge Classes require some outside scout work to
complete. Units are responsible for processing the incompleted Blue Cards and in
purchasing the Merit Badges. *All scouts are required to bring Merit Badge
Worksheets to class. Worksheets can be found at:
https://boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/merit-badges.asp
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Scout Rank Program Opportunities
Calling all Scouts BSA Scouts!!! You can earn Merit Badges in this one fun-filled event! *NoteAll Merit Badges require pre-requisite work at the scout level. Blue Cards will be available at
the event – all instructors are registered Gulf Stream Council Merit Badge Counselors. If prework is presented at the class, your blue card can be completed. Merit badges will not be
provided at this event!

Event Staff:
Susie Metzler

Jen Arato

Matt Ballard

Christianne Yentz



Mike Arato

See attached page for Merit Badge requirements
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ADDENDUM-SCOUTS BSA MERIT BADGE REQUIREMENTS
** Lion Country Safari Merit Badge counselors will be available, by
appointment, to assist scouts in final sign off of Merit Badge requirements.
** Scout Merit Badge worksheets can be found at:
https://www.boyscouttrail.com/boy-scouts/meritbadges
Merit Badge

Pre-requisite Work

Completed at Lion
Country Safari

Final Blue
Card and MB

Bird Study

See Below

Unit Owned

Mammal Study
Reptile/Amphibian
Geology

See Below
See Below
See Below

1,2,6,10A,10b, &
11
1, 2, 4G, start 5
1,3,4,7,9B, & 10
1, 4B,5C1,
5C2,5C3b, 5C5b

Unit Owned
Unit Owned
Unit Owned

Bird Study Merit Badge
Requirements for the Bird Study merit badge:
1. Explain the need for bird study and why birds are useful indicators of the quality of the
environment. Describe how birds are part of the ecosystem. Completed at LCS
2. Show that you are familiar with the terms used to describe birds by sketching or tracing a
perched bird and then labeling 15 different parts of the bird. Sketch or trace an extended wing
and label six types of wing feathers. Completed at LCS
3. Demonstrate that you know how to properly use and care for binoculars, a spotting scope, or a
monocular.
a. Explain what the specification numbers mean on binoculars, a spotting scope, or a
monocular.
b. Show how to adjust the eyepiece and how to focus for proper viewing.
c. Show how to properly care for and clean the lenses.
d. Describe when and where each type of viewing device would be most effective.
4. Demonstrate that you know how to use a bird field guide. Show your counselor that you are
able to understand a range map by locating in the book and pointing out the wintering range,
the breeding range, and/or the year-round range of one species of each of the following types of
birds:
a. Seabird
b. Plover
c. Falcon or hawk
d. Warbler or vireo
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e. Heron or egret
f. Sparrow
g. Nonnative bird (introduced to North America from a foreign country since 1800)
5. Observe and be able to identify at least 20 species of wild birds. Prepare a field notebook,
making a separate entry for each species, and record the following information from your field
observations and other references.
a. Note the date and time.
b. Note the location and habitat.
c. Describe the bird's main feeding habitat and list two types of food that the bird is likely
to eat.
d. Note whether the bird is a migrant or a summer, winter, or year-round resident of your
area.
6. Describe to your counselor how certain orders of birds are uniquely adapted to a specific
habitat. In your description, include characteristics such as the size and shape of the following:
a. Beak
b. Body
c. Leg and foot
d. Feathers/plumage
Completed at LCS
7. Explain the function of a bird's song. Be able to identify five of the 20 species in your field
notebook by song or call alone. For each of these five species enter a description of the song or
call, and note the behavior of the bird making the sound. Note why you think the bird was
making the call or song that you heard.
8. Do ONE of the following:
a. Go on a field trip with a local club or with others who are knowledgeable about birds in
your area.
1. Keep a list or fill out a checklist of all the birds your group observed during the
field trip.
2. Tell your counselor which birds your group saw and why some species were
common and some were present in small numbers.
3. Tell your counselor what makes the area you visited good for finding birds.
b. By using a public library, the Internet, or contacting the National Audubon Society, find
the name and location of the Christmas Bird Count nearest your home and obtain the
results of a recent count.
1. Explain what kinds of information are collected during the annual event.
2. Tell your counselor which species are most common, and explain why these birds
are abundant.
3. Tell your counselor which species are uncommon, and explain why these were
present in small numbers. If the number of birds of these species is decreasing,
explain why, and what, if anything, could be done to reverse their decline.
9. Do ONE of the following. For the option you choose, describe what birds you hope to attract,
and why.
a. Build a bird feeder and put it in an appropriate place in your yard or another location.
b. Build a birdbath and put it in an appropriate place.
c. Build a backyard sanctuary for birds by planting trees and shrubs for food and cover.
10. Do the following:
a. Explain the differences between extinct, endangered, and threatened. Completed at LCS
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b. Identify a bird species that is on the endangered or threatened list. Explain what caused
their decline. Discuss with your counselor what can be done to reverse this trend and
what can be done to help remove the species from the endangered or threatened list.
Completed at LCS
11. Identify three career opportunities connected to the study of birds. Pick one and find out the
education, training, and experience required for this profession. Discuss with your counselor if
this profession might interest you. Completed at LCS

Mammal Study Merit Badge
Requirements for the Mammal Study merit badge:
1. Explain the meaning of "animal," "invertebrate," "vertebrate," and "mammal." Name three
characteristic that distinguish mammals from all other animals. Completed at LCS
2. Explain how the animal kingdom is classified. Explain where mammals fit in the classification
of animals. Classify three mammals from phylum through species. Completed at LCS
3. Do ONE of the following:
a. Spend 3 hours in each of two different kinds of natural habitats or at different
elevations. List the different mammal species and individual members that you
identified by sight or sign. Tell why all mammals do not live in the same kind of habitat.
b. Spend 3 hours on each of 5 days on at least a 25-acre area. List the mammal species you
identified by sight or sign.
c. From study and reading, write a simple life history of one nongame mammal that lives
in your area. Tell how this mammal lived before its habitat was affected in any way by
man. Tell how it reproduces, what it eats, what eats it, and its natural habitat. Describe
its dependency upon plants, upon other animals (including man), and how they depend
upon it. Tell how it is helpful or harmful to man.
4. Do ONE of the following:
a. Under the guidance of a nature center or natural history museum, make two study skins
of rats or mice. Tell the uses of study skins and mounted specimens respectively.
b. Take good pictures of two kinds of mammals in the wild. Record the date(s), time of day,
weather conditions, approximate distance from the animal, habitat conditions, and any
other factors you feel may have influenced the animal's activity and behavior.
c. Write a life history of a native game mammal that lives in your area, covering the points
outlined in requirement 3c. List sources for this information.
d. Make and bait a tracking pit. Report what mammals and other animals came to the bait.
e. Visit a natural history museum. Report on how specimens are prepared and cataloged.
Explain the purposes of museums.
f. Write a report of 500 words on a book about a mammal species.
g. Trace two possible food chains of carnivorous mammals from soil through four stages to
the mammal. Completed at LCS
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5. Work with your counselor, select and carry out one project that will influence the numbers of
one or more mammals. LCS Will Start this requirement

Reptile and Amphibian Study Merit Badge
Requirements for the Reptile and Amphibian Study merit badge:
1. Describe the identifying characteristics of six species of reptiles and four species of amphibians
found in the United States. For any four of these, make sketches from your own observations or
take photographs. Show markings, color patterns, or other characteristics that are important in
the identification of each of the four species. Discuss the habits and habitats of all 10 species.
Completed at LCS
2. Discuss with your merit badge counselor the approximate number of species and general
geographic distribution of reptiles and amphibians in the United States. Prepare a list of the
most common species found in your local area or state.
3. Describe the main differences between:
a. Amphibians and reptiles
b. Alligators and crocodiles
c. Toads and frogs
d. Salamanders and lizards
e. Snakes and lizards
Completed at LCS
4. Explain how reptiles and amphibians are an important component of the natural environment.
List four species that are officially protected by the federal government or by the state you live
in, and tell why each is protected. List three species of reptiles and three species of amphibians
found in your local area that are not protected. Discuss the food habits of all 10 species.
Completed at LCS
5. Describe how reptiles and amphibians reproduce.
6. From observation, describe how snakes move forward. Describe the functions of the muscles,
ribs, and belly plates.
7. Describe in detail six venomous snakes and the one venomous lizard found in the United
States. Describe their habits and geographic range. Tell what you should do in case of a bite by
a venomous species. Completed at LCS
8. Do ONE of the following:
a. Maintain one or more reptiles or amphibians for at least a month. Record food accepted,
eating methods, changes in coloration, shedding of skins, and general habits; or keep
the eggs of a reptile from the time of laying until hatching; or keep the eggs of an
amphibian from the time of laying until their transformation into tadpoles (frogs) or
larvae (salamanders). Whichever you chose, keep records of and report to your
counselor how you cared for your animal/eggs/larvae to include lighting, habitat,
temperature and humidity maintenance, and any veterinary care requirements.
b. Choose a reptile or amphibian that you can observe at a local zoo, aquarium, nature
center, or other such exhibit (such as your classroom or school). Study the specimen
weekly for a period of three months. At each visit, sketch the specimen in its captive
habitat and note any changes in its coloration, shedding of skins, and general habits and
behavior. Discuss with your counselor how the animal you observed was cared for to
include its housing and habitat, how the lighting, temperature, and humidity were
maintained, and any veterinary care requirements.
Find out, either from information you locate on your own or by talking to the caretaker,
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what this species eats and what are its native habitat and home range, preferred climate,
average life expectancy, and natural predators. Also identify any human caused threats
to its population and any laws that protect the species and its habitat. After the
observation period, share what you have learned with your counselor.
9. Do TWO of the following:
a. Identify at night three kinds of toads or frogs by their voices. Imitate the song of each for
your counselor. Stalk each with a flashlight and discover how each sings, and from
where.
b. Identify by sight eight species of reptiles or amphibians. Completed at LCS
c. Using visual aids, give a brief talk to a small group on three different reptiles and
amphibians.
10. Tell five superstitions or false beliefs about reptiles and amphibians and give a correct
explanation for each. Give seven examples of unusual behavior or other true facts about
reptiles and amphibians. Completed at LCS

Geology Merit Badge
Requirements for the Geology merit badge:
1. Define geology. Discuss how geologists learn about rock formations. In geology, explain why
the study of the present is important to understanding the past. Completed at LCS
2. Pick three resources that can be extracted or mined from Earth for commercial use. Discuss
with your counselor how each product is discovered and processed.
3. Review a geologic map of your area or an area selected by your counselor and discuss the
different rock types and estimated ages of rocks represented. Determine whether the rocks are
horizontal, folded, or faulted, and explain how you arrived at your conclusion.
4. Do ONE of the following:
a. With your parent's and counselor's approval, visit with a geologist, land use planner, or
civil engineer. Discuss this professional's work and the tools required in this line of
work. Learn about a project that this person is now working on, and ask to see reports
and maps created for this project. Discuss with your counselor what you have learned.
b. Find out about three career opportunities available in geology. Pick one and find out the
education, training, and experience required for the profession. Discuss this with your
counselor, and explain why this profession might interest you. Completed at LCS
5. Complete ONE of the options listed below A, B, C, or D.
A. Surface and Sedimentary Processes Option
1. Conduct an experiment approved by your counselor that demonstrates how
sediments settle from suspension in water. Explain to your counselor what the
exercise shows and why it is important.
2. Using topographical maps provided by your counselor, plot the stream gradients
(different elevations divided by distance) for four different stream types (straight,
meandering, dendritic, trellis). Explain which ones flow fastest and why, and
which ones will carry larger grains of sediment and why.
3. On a stream diagram, show areas where you will ,find the following features: cut
bank, fill bank, point bar, medial channel bars, lake delta. Describe the relative
sediment grain size found in each feature.
4. Conduct an experiment approved by your counselor that shows how some
sedimentary material carried by water may be too small for you to see without a
magnifier.
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5. Visit a nearby stream. Find clues that show the direction of water flow, even if the
water is missing. Record your observations in a notebook, and sketch those clues
you observe. Discuss your observations with your counselor.
B. Energy Resources Option
1. List the top five Earth resources used to generate electricity in the United States.
2. Discuss source rock, trap, and reservoir rock - the three components necessary
for the occurrence of oil and gas underground.
3. Explain how each of the following items is used in subsurface exploration to
locate oil or gas: reflection seismic, electric well logs, stratigraphic correlation,
offshore platform, geologic map, subsurface structure map, subsurface isopach
map, and core samples and cutting samples.
4. Using at least 20 data points provided by your counselor, create a subsurface
structure map and use it to explain how subsurface geology maps are used to find
oil, gas, or coal resources.
5. Do ONE of the following activities:
a. Make a display or presentation showing how oil and gas or coal is found,
extracted, and processed. You may use maps, books, articles from
periodicals, and research found on the Internet (with your parent's
permission). Share the display with your counselor or a small group (such
as your class at school) in a five minute presentation.
b. With your parent's and counselor's permission and assistance, arrange for
a visit to an operating drilling rig. While there, talk with a geologist and
ask to see what the geologist does onsite. Ask to see cutting samples taken
at the site.
C. Mineral Resources Option
1. Define rock. Discuss the three classes of rocks including their origin and
characteristics. Completed at LCS
2. Define mineral. Discuss the origin of minerals and their chemical composition
and identification properties, including hardness, specific gravity, color, streak,
cleavage, luster, and crystal form. Completed at LCS
3. Do ONE of the following:
a. Collect 10 different rocks or minerals. Record in a notebook where you
obtained (found, bought, traded) each one. Label each specimen, identify
its class and origin, determine its chemical composition, and list its
physical properties. Share your collection with your counselor.
b. With your counselor's assistance, identify 15 different rocks and minerals.
List the name of each specimen, tell whether it is a rock or mineral, and
give the name of its class (if it is a rock) or list its identifying physical
properties (if it is a mineral). Completed at LCS
4. List three of the most common road building materials used in your area. Explain
how each material is produced and how each is used in road building.
5. Do ONE of the following activities:
a. With your parent's and counselor's approval, visit an active mining site,
quarry, or sand and gravel pit. Tell your counselor what you learned about
the resources extracted from this location and how these resources are
used by society.
b. With your counselor, choose two examples of rocks and two examples of
minerals. Discuss the mining of these materials and describe how each is
used by society. Completed at LCS
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c. With your parent's and counselor's approval, visit the office of a civil
engineer and learn how geology is used in construction. Discuss what you
learned with your counselor.
D. Earth History Option
1. Create a chart showing suggested geological eras and periods. Determine which
period the rocks in your region might have been formed.
2. Explain the theory of plate tectonics.
3. Explain to your counselor the processes of burial and fossilization, and discuss
the concept of extinction.
4. Explain to your counselor how fossils provide information about ancient life,
environment, climate, and geography. Discuss the following terms and explain
how animals from each habitat obtain food: benthonic, pelagic, littoral,
lacustrine, open marine, brackish, fluvial, eolian, protected reef.
5. Collect 10 different fossil plants or animals OR (with your counselor's assistance)
identify 15 different fossil plants or animals. Record in a notebook where you
obtained (found, bought, traded) each one. Classify each specimen to the best of
your ability, and explain how each one might have survived and obtained food.
Tell what else you can learn from these fossils.
6. Do ONE of the following:
a. Visit a science museum or the geology department of a local university that
has fossils on display. With your parent's and counselor's approval, before
you go, make an appointment with a curator or guide who can show you
how the fossils are preserved and prepared for display.
b. Visit a structure in your area that was built using fossiliferous rocks.
Determine what kind of rock was used and tell your counselor the kinds of
fossil evidence you found there.
c. Visit a rock outcrop that contains fossils. Determine what kind of rock
contains the fossils, and tell your counselor the kinds of fossil evidence you
found at the outcrop.
d. Prepare a display or presentation on your state fossil. Include an image of
the fossil, the age of the fossil, and its classification. You may use maps,
books, articles from periodicals, and research found on the Internet (with
your parent's permission). Share the display with your counselor or a
small group (such as your class at school). If your state does not have a
state fossil, you may select a state fossil from a neighboring state.
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